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“For a time 

Mothers kept 

their children 

away from 

us.... But, 

God provided 

opportunities 

to let them get 

to know us.”

Harrisville

Utah mission—a compeling story

My name is Jaramie Fellows. My wife, 
Cathy, and I along with our daughter, Emily, 
our son, Jerry, and my father-in-law, Chuck, 
moved to the Harrisville, Utah, area four 
years ago. I graduated from Frontier School 
of the Bible (FSB) in Lagrange, Wyoming, 
in 2002 and felt strongly led to plant a Bible 
centered church in Utah. We have been in 
awe ever since.

Before leaving FSB, God provided a mature 
Christian family who was excited about 
an upcoming church in their hometown 
of Harrisville. Th ey had been traveling 30 
minutes to church, typical for this area due 
to the absence of Bible teaching churches.  
God also provided a huge support group 
including veteran church planters, fi nancial 
supporters, our Mission board (Tentmakers 
Bible Mission) and, of course, our family 
and close friends.

When we fi rst arrived we spent a lot of time 
with people who had been in this unu-
sual culture for many years. Th is included 
veteran church planters, individuals familiar 
with the Mormon religion and the most 
eff ective ways to reach out to them. 

Reaching out was not easy.  We soon dis-
covered some did not want us in their 
community.  When our neighbors found 
out who we were, what we were doing here 
in Utah, they retreated. For a time, mothers 
kept their children away from us, regar-
ding us with suspicion.  But, God provided 
opportunities to let them get to know us.

Without compromising our beliefs we 
started building friendships. Th eir children 
now come to Vacation Bible School.  Some, 
who are still Mormon, even come to church 
once in awhile. 

Ten months after moving to Utah we began 
holding Bible classes. God provided a faith-
ful family who had been without a church 
simply because there wasn’t anything that 
fi t their doctrinal beliefs. We soon had 13 
people for our Bible class. After six months 
the time came to start North Valley Bible 
Church (NVBC). We looked for a place to 
hold our services but just kept running into 
closed doors. We couldn’t aff ord much and 
needed to be within our target area.

Finally, we came across the Senior Center 
(Th e Log Cabin) in Harrisville.  We had to 
meet with the Mayor of Harrisville and the 
City Council to be approved to rent this 
building on Sundays. Th e Mayor immedia-
tely gave a fl at “No!” But God overruled. A 
member of the City Council asked, “why 
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When God led us to Utah to start a Bible 
church, we knew it would be an adventure.  
We were right.  We knew we would be chal-
lenged by a predominately Mormon culture.  
We even realized God would show His glory 
by opening closed doors in miraculous ways.




